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Saracen* Not to mention that all Englishmen are bora
heretics.

THE CHAPLAIN. Englishmen heretics!!! [Appealing to
Warwick] My lord : must we endure this ? His lordship Is
beside himself. How can what an Englishman believes be
heresy ? It is a contradiction in terms.

CAUCHON. I absolve you, Messire de Stogumber, on the
ground of invincible ignorance. The thick air of your
country does not breed theologians.

WARWICK. You would not say so if you heard us quar-
reling about religion,, my lord ! I am sorry you think I
mast be either a heretic or a blockhead because, as a
travelled man, 1 know that the followers of Mahomet profess
great respect for our Lord? and are more ready to forgive
St Peter for being a fisherman than your lordship is to
forgive Mahomet for being a camel driver. But at least we
can proceed in this matter without bigotry.

CAUCHON. When men call the zeal of the Christian
Church bigotry I know what to think.

WAIWICK. They are only east and west views of the
same thing.

CAUCHON [bitterly ironical] Only east and west! Only!!

WARWICK. Oh, my Lord Bishop, I am not gainsaying
you. You will carry The Church with you; but you have
to carry the nobles also. To my mind there is a stronger
case against The Maid than the one you have so forcibly
put. Frankly, 1 am not afraid of this girl becoming another
Mahomet, and superseding The Church by a great heresy.
I think you exaggerate that risk. But have you noticed that
in these letters of hers, she proposes to all the kings of
Europe, as she has already pressed on Charles, a transaction
which would wreck the whole social structure of Christen-
dom?

CAUCHON. Wreck The Church, I tell you so.

WARWICK [whose patience is wearing out] My lord; pray
get The Church out of your head for a moment; and